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Article 4 : The fact that a person charged with an offence
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ment or of a superior does not relieve him of responsibility in
international law, if in the circumstances at the time, it was
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Partition of Bengal only to Save Hindus

“‘Let us declare to-day thus as the Muslim League presists
in its fantastic idea of establishing Pakistan in Bengal, the
Hindus of Bengal must constitute a separate Province under a
strong National Government-said Mr. N. C. Chatterjee,
President of the Bengal Provincial Hindu Conference, Presiding
over the session. ( Amrita Bazar Patrika, 5 April, 1947)

Solution only in Partition, Communalism In Bengal.
Dr. Mookherjee’s clarien call for Vigorous Campaign.

“I can conceive of no other solution of the Communal
Problem in Bengal than to divide the Province and let the two
major communities residing herein like in peace and freedom”
— said Dr. Shyama Prosad Mookherjee, addressing Bengal Hindu
Mahasabha Conference at Tarakeswar. ( Amrita Bazar Patrika,
6 April, 1947)
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“The question of Hindus, who could not stay in their own
homes in Pakistan through fear, vague or real. They could not,
if their trade or movements were restricted and they were,
treated as aliens in their own Province. It was undoubtedly the
duty of the Provinces in the union to receive, such refugees
with open arms and give them all reasonable facilities. They
should be able to feel that they had not come to a strange land.

The whole of India was the home of every Indian, who
considered himself and behaved as such, no matter to what
faith he belonged. The condition for the newcomer was as he
had said in Hardwar, that he must be a sugar was to milk. He
must aim to adding sweetness and richness to the life around
him." ( Hindusthan Times. 11 July 1947, )

sfasdhf™ ¢ T S so

Geet ©ILr i GTers AT e AR w SARE oL e
AEATA A9 #HfF6T SIS (AT 53 9B 3589, FeFIST (oT1w | 3oy
FEITOI R A OF I | I (ATE P M} Ferrery MRS
126G A1 #1101 ¢ “enoify WTst =TI WA AN | IS T 205
I QAT AR OIS AR A1 NG G e
FL! e I FERISI WA AN T (AT T | T et
9F P AMGTS R IR T ANTS ALY F47 & GPIRERS
CTe! ©2 AMMAIZT EIRA 93 GIfers @ e wiv7e wifns
FEAPIOR (AT (TS I | ¢ WIMB 5584 SR € WRSH a7 (o
T Aqsl iR« Qv GRS K S I | S T
©2 (#11fEa & W ST Wi ASREE A Yo &R &F e
fifers =¥ creraral i cacawib siow |

S28Y AT S SINBA 947 FeTproR oo Marael T
fifere ciremmar @3 gow | ot ©Tera e fiw o S e
P SR, e A fcated, “RE W 3@ T
IR ARCS 1 #{10&A, 2 e o= e 7w @

S CTBET 584, FAFC @I WINICS 4f6 PreTa  Coral WAl
(oI SRS (TR AT 20 41 S F73 1 9 BB, 3384
TG TR (G ARG SIS 577 T |

sttt 4 oorw 15718 21 9 -t e sifam 2t o4 e
S8 T8 AR 4B WMot (A IR oF 27 ARG AT @
Targ wi1ome | Wi @ frle srefadid wema sk e
OIACS BTF BIPICS FASHEAA | S584 A §,¢b,000 G TEIF SIATS 575
I | (T N AR @6 s @ A e gwiE e Tug
ofe aua sifiowa, S @ R e FacE) |

SPBIAIETH 38 W8 #H1fFwm T eifodt 23 a2 vz winf3 Rz
FAbICS AR Tefa (o AR =ote o | AR TR
fermies wiff 4w AT dom au® W dar e sRee
SRR SIS ¢ MfFwET i GRRBN  Retew st 3
BRWE (G S OIS ¢ AT 43 (e o
it fge w1 fRem afevm Wi (@ER A e oifeE
e i comm 7 @ o G o515, s e LRI T




38 wfEndifa ¢ Aesene S

@ TRz oF W | AT fsvm oxfi @ sefr  @miEe
ferm T =ifow AW A0 AN AR GTrg I el €3
FLACE A RFarere! A1few T3 SRTE @Y N @ e
gl e 3 e AW, SAefore aum R e,
T FrA S @RI (7 | SRS (A B s T e
il fem, Fmes e 4, AfdeR  pfem Ser @fces Gy
ey 93t OIS ((EF e SfEE Ay 25 e Fr
R 7=l AR GBI A, FAEIS FOB! el ZGH, 6T G |
G of$ 7@1% ¢ Fom FAE sy AfFwna Z e R Sara
©1are G fAreTa qeria S 36y 93 O ST ot A
GF-of8 oIS PR SIEFe FATS AP (o161 AT @5
RO Cofa et st =wifstea 3, confa o7 g, ffer, Semaon,
e Al GAIPR PEFTE Sof I SIGe He0S AT | #1655
AR B @ 9R oF g IS PrEwE 7 20| S9g @ieed
AT FIE FACS 6 TS WA AATS T @ 94 28| g
wlared ffen aatafes g @ TN @A WIH ANCS Som A
Zrafege, AR (v i Sotsie et Tfi | SRS A
g e (aee oraferem | g fm RS AfFeE w1y afodim
&) (A0S TS AE T 358y AR o TIR NRE! 47 2677 43
AR S| @ ArEWEE R AE S S o Sl
facafest, oral o, oof st Tzt S difSst 1 porferw At AfRerw orafes,
=N efedra s @

(©) $58b A, YA “oifer” ST @ I AT H0H
ArMIATSIT SIeR gre 6T | @3 AKX A ANCS A Sv8Y Al
srer IS 4w g5 qdfire @iz | A7 A wpfes s
- HAfasrere el sradl FFT A1 | ga @En FYES #AifT T
TR @ wifFem 335 im0 coe P | @ @ el
(AT SR A SCACEHA | AT ISP 573 SO | S @ (AF
A I, e IR AW WA T B ARSI
e f&oiia fofers w21 =31 =t wyfenS 4iff siewiem w3, 99 9o
THE AN OIS G TR e e @ (3w fie e
PAGTER AT, TS 3534, 943 380) | o ARIIA YRS 7w
Arrels! T ferer & | g3 ifaifon sieio! T auee 39 (Aeem)

sl ¢ et wwanE se

FIPTH G | TCNI-YEAI (B 93 I8 T 211 Zerwra Bivares;
e ik o Se e s geor fia @9 wiene g 9
TS A6 7 1ot | Nfewr fora ot FYFAS #4ff 2eifics azs
S 5% AR Reta SR AidimE it sifvem seeiEe
R&ta 3 1 9mE e <Aferie 37 36 1 MRRwE e ofF AR
AN AN FYPFPETER e 35 T ©191 10 G0l | o Fyfss
mmmﬁzmmmﬁmmlﬁmﬁmwa
TSR T RERA 071 RIS A1 78 | FceT DR Fiws S
ARICIR 1 T Ficafeest 154w e st 31 | R o2 1R avwrg
TR T (S A1 (18 Zowid 2 e Rz - sqfesom
IR | 1% 2 (P S8ov, Bif 1)

FYET cTel e e Bisz) fofa 3f Bz a3 +Rfe fim
fof emestism s0a oo Aae 3= FYREE (el ¢+ SIETS ve
SICH | G 4191 5T G #AR6N0x TFIR B @ ¢,50,000 T
%m:mwﬁa,wﬁmm@iﬁmm,mwmwﬁ:ﬁ
FYEES (6l SN, AR 7R S8 A Toira Fidio corm
YIS 3 “Frfaem arw, e whr wetgs STot SR Grel
et fien shfeem @@t e et o st st S
(319 i 2 PoIeead AfR) e fraretet et Bare Fwnhivs s o |
FY5 A6 Sare S sfew Grer e w7« I A7 e
YT, @ wetafes Fimm TErter @ s =

(8) >bsbmﬁsmwcwﬁ>aaoﬂmmﬁmmmw
SRS bell 358> AN e @am @ Wi qpar 7, ©f yaeo
T CFFAM-E eI 2w «ive e, Fhmsf, v @
SR o | GG ARSI G T feiem TEeid B e
33,000 & Tagl e W Sue IR AR @5
CFT AT G0® @1 Sveo AT WHF FH (AT @ 9P I
eI, SRR, sy Sz oo we 3¢ TTH] v PG SurE
TARTET | @R JioF T @ Prfferi Afitefems sseo A
v GfeE, s 2o cres-Frmiee % | - feraeee pfets fao
TR T AR Aen Rrafet w0 @@y prer Fawg
=UIEP YAET 4R AT Fed var Frnsh v afder st
mﬂmnﬁwmﬁﬁwwwmmwmm




) WA ¢ e WA

g w1 fomai cars sifowacs @ w1 o T arr offs
TR (RIS SIS NG (A &F Fd [Afen Ao 7
@G T8 AW [ |

5% @fEE, SHINE SIATST HZFIA AYAR A AN 9F (@O
SR (AN FCEA—

‘ﬁﬁsﬁmmﬁ%mmmmmmmm
TS TR FALCOISII ALY S

foff wrae 3w “sraTe Wte S AI-AEEGT I FAE
—a% A FEY AAMTEIA ARCIAHT G @FRIT ARG SIS
R TS AR | AR SIS TSI AFS HA—SIHa AT
Y WA FAI| ARGIIH HIPIF AT ASTEE SIwa A
T @ A AR $AH, (1 of SPveI gzd FAA G Wi
SItE SN TiIfE | ( SArETd, 38 af#e saeo)|

3¢ GH, IF TP Q@IS Trat I SIS A4ANE) GEee
(%F TR 21 T SIS FPTIRCe o) ST SEW Glies

“SIATS WIS (2 e TR AHAH TG FALS TS 7, Ol
&) AP A FACE &3 | AT T wreh et
oA FACS TR

a2 Srae fof sraren [fen aren Aol 76 ¢ Wl
GG F17 T Roe owg WAt 30, 1 o oI e e
IPIfES  FE O A HAPIER AP Afwmen M9s 200 =@ A1

foff wre e — Tarar TRy e SfEE R
A Al St PR I e 239 e AR S @i Al
IR Fiee FEel 391 203 | ORI A0S GRFG T Tg A% 42 TS
AT SHURCD AV A CFG Bt A3 Frwl o weg
TRrICa C1eTl, I ©1ATe HARSRre sifarasm s sl srimera
e ammem ot frcce 1 (SRR SAfEe, Qv g4 sheo)|

el e Targ W dfoze Fa0e A | S IS WoE
G SN GG FCfeE |

(@) >5¢> e Afewm Frfia 4oy WA G Toel, wmm
Aremifie Sreedl @ Aey FfteT) @ s s, qdaea

s 3 et SwAE 39

HAEYWA e Sendd T A AR S 5 G
3,80,000% |

() 7S € AfFHA AIFETH § T T A ASHS IF FA4
Bt YaeR A FETEEE 49 APl 21 5 FA7 U O
& | A4 B W ant R 2@ | erEred e IR e 1%
T (| (i3 A ALY g € AMITSIEE TE | Yh el e (A
yaes e @3 o7 I AfoTarr Tare et s Jfa ) @@
g ARGIACH Targ WA AW FIFIR BIAR T © 7% So YIA|
17 SP, S5 e fadat @3 5 Fie (b SieW TR R T
¢ % vq eI BIg | A1 2@ A AfsIaers [Rfew e Saema
G 3% o9 FIoH FCEA |

(1) A4 ARG TAY, SR WCHIAT 9IR TR ST
i3y Az BRI WF T o WA IS o4 Svee-ey
At | AT FIPE TH@ AR AN S QN FACEE 9R
A e ARaw 42 %)

ALY FRMET @I SIS Rgpg 9 gom zfeca |
Ssife ST SR SR S0y SITHIE Frafee | g A
1% S HLAEY A 6% 2677 & 797 ARCTIH 5T 97 8 A%
&> Feid T |

(v) ©I9e 7299 @3 Tag @e  AfeTs FAF & A T[T
T AR HAEG AT TeT «F WHH Whd Ae
(ST SIS FIIEI I Fd T2 | Svev AR & A GRR

| q3 (0 SR (390 93 B Wi ST et «iie 2 | A

HIPIED TAT AAETR ©Io (=C T S»e AE GER TGl ©iFe
NP1 Tag FEEe wom ST FEE | Wi AREEE oeT
I 6190 EIHS T | 94T d3eq AET ACeHI A
wifefie-a w8 SeveE Sang wewe 0Ed A Prare = & o

b AR (TP0E 9R ARG AT AL |




st v ¢ sz e

w:@wmmmammcﬂawﬁzmmmﬁa
2ol | e >3¢%-¢v A fF ARGl e e a7 3
ammmmmmm@mﬁmmmn
QW 80 YER Targ wIe NRearm A Reretha sy s
wmf?:mwmmq-evwmwﬁmmmwmm
(ﬁwwﬁ‘wm)ﬁtmﬁaw&m

SIS TP €2 IV Turg ot Rryadifs MGe FIFIA

SRR 22y AT ©3 W6 AMY of42% (Acw MR AMRecas
S (wmﬁﬁwbmmsmoqmmm A
FeafRrE | o mmﬁﬁmmmmﬁn

W & Srat afess o

>3E-Y0 e, @ b TR SIATS AN Care < Carg wicifar 2
ST R AT | Bt A Rrras a9 1 fize i |
o% $1wra g TR AT 21 s> et g 93 W6 (AT Spve
mmmﬁﬁmmmmmmm

wammmmﬂfemmmmq ﬁst'ﬁﬁ?w@y

(1A oif Tow 1 w3 Wk SR~ THeE AT Reres

o aammﬁmmmﬁmammwﬁmmwﬁg

TR SN @IS e ¥ e !
(3) 503 AeTg afeim @ mmﬁwwm@,m,mﬁ

CERT 1A WA 2 | AT T AN 9 | S AR
@mmfﬂwmﬁ:ﬁwmwmmimw&mw,m

wfasdfa ¢ e SwAE bE)

e HewrE ¢ o wiasiiog el @S @6 A 5y TEE
Hreere 8 G Tewez W e | @R e g3
Hlse Balg A wo YA WS |

(30) >»vo-veo AR A ARFTIE IR ey Fefforsm w611
T IR | T TOITS AR | AR € AT (T S dbo HiGe
iy <G 9% 1 svvd A FRmefa, @, o, ST, Sl
(& RS wieee oo wHl 20 | Wwes co Y Bare ARAE @ Ty
SIS WFAR &) WAAT (o O | FFASF @A (oM oiesle T2gwE
TEA O1Fd O3 TeMTS W, I Mo FFA S W G, .
HYF TeAfbe Tq7 o1 AAF @-AETeIE APsuaH e v |
SIHA W e wibee FafeE |

A2 S DY - HITH SIFS HAFNIT ATANG welzd RS ResAisa
e gt wawe oifi) @2 Readl siewest T @—"inspite of
stringent policy of the Goverment of India on grant of migra-
tion certificates, the migrant traffic from Pakistan to India con-
tinued unabated", INTHE A (15 S5¢b AN ©INE-9T o7 (AT
19 TRIGR AL ARG A IS ©IF HL 4 I TH— (A B
FUR PR T @ERACE SHTe o A0S A1 TAREA |
@I AR TS Svev AE 0 T (U Svve A Vo e
w6 awifes Bure wraTe e FEE]

(53) S»ve AT T (AT Yovs e @I 248 WA
G As 41| PR AR ew (A AReEE @ R
NI A Ssve AR fermm sriie Rests )

AR G QAAS (F% I Yo Pifem &Ral 6Tt 6 sRFwIea

] ST A A el 2R o B i Twif o

YA AIA I FAPIOA ROFIS 9% A IAIIOW FRAAHA
Myeferrs wies A, TR Aefive PEmEeE A 73 ©
wfivRCAs 9 w1 9 efofeEm s ofF iR <o, T g
I BI, TR, (TABH, 55, (A @efe W o 2
&, wfiar, (e Ren® st o 71 o (e e ST @




mﬁvmmma‘rrmvuﬁmmwmﬁm@ﬁ
&, , s o4 st 019 51 ure Srmew #0a wrare
O AT om i wfie s T FAPE L& T
s @ mem oo

TR oArae AR WP (oS & TifE WiZT 18] @
A TN TR 206/ et 2 Fo, (1, FBITTHR B otreTreTy
A ISP S31ES, Sroifee TR afic CICIE |
RRLER L RO R £8 i LR R ——

S0u8 AR Rorma (U “zoae WS T A SAifewm
(A 0 T ST sifsuan @ R ety fcaferem «3
TS TG @ Wi Surwar sFswas @ ©IFS FIHAT Firg ey
wafgs, Srsifirs | I 3y AR g Siwa (@19 e ARSI
AN GO (AT G FLA e NG TR 5 weFraeya
mmﬁtmﬁﬁmﬂ%mmmmlwmm,wm
GWWWWWWW%WWI
A S, st O I TarET Y A, O AR @B fags
AR [ (“Sroifre” w1z g (IR, epiers) ans1) |

Namasudra and Tribal Pockets Eliminated

In some of the districts of East Pakistan, like Dacca, Faridpur,
Barisal, Khulna, Sylhet, Rajshahi, Dinajpur, etc. the traditional
militant Hindu Namasudra Community and the Tribals formed
large pockets of concentrated population. Although courageous
by tradition this Hindu Namasudra Community never indulged
in any kind of unsocial activity but their historical records of

wfawdhf™ ¢ st wwAE L

valour and dauntless spirit proved to be great curse for them
after partitition. During the days of Pre-Partition communal
traoubles nobody dared to touch the hairs of the Namasudra
Community or the Tribals but after Pakistan rule was im-
posed, systematic official opperssive measures were adopted
to demoralise and disperse their major bulk of population and
then 'tame' the rest to make their continuance in East Pakistan
'harmless' for the new state. ( Whither Minorities in East Paki-
stan by Samar Guha. P. 33)
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"Reclamation of the Sundarbans Land also presents of
difficult task. Raising of embankment is the least part of it. The

" problem is one of growing crops on the reclaimed saline soil
after an area is enclosed by raising embankment it requires at
least two years to wash away the salinity of the soil and make
the land fit for growing crops profitable."
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In the Sunderbans area at Herobhanga, a Land Reclamation
Scheme is in operation. About 11,000 acres of Land may be
reclaimed through this scheme and about 2,000 families may be
rehabilitated through it. The initial information of the possibility
of this scheme were provided by us a few years back. Later on
it was properly formulated and planned by the Govt. of West
Bengal and since 1957, this scheme has been given effect. The
importance of this scheme lies in the fact that its success will
open up new possibilities of many similar scheme in the
sunderbans area. But what is happening with the scheme? It is
learnt that the scheme has not yet received the approval and the
financial sanction from the Govt. of India. But in the meantime
many schemes of far inferior type have found their approval
and financial sanction outside West Bengal. What does it
indicate? The indications are clear from the interest the Central
Minister for Rehabilitation takes in such schemes in West
Bengal. In his reply to the question of Mrs. Renu Chakrabarty
in the Parliament on 12.12.57 in connection with this scheme
he said, no scheme has so far been sanctioned. A proposal for
reclaiming a part of the Sundarbans is being examined.” Even

now the Govt. of India have found no time to complete its
examination and provide necessary sanction, because lots of
other schemes requiring immediate disposal outside West Bengal
have perhaps diverted their attention.” (€. %2 34)
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FALHIA F91 789 |(Again, large area of Land in the Sunderbans area
classified as uncultivable waste in the year 1944-45 cannot be
placed in that category now. Large areas of Land may be made
cultivable by construction of suitable embankments. In fact, a
scheme has already been undertaken by the Govt. in the
Sunderbans area for development of about 11,000 acres of Land
at an approximate cost of Rs. 50 lakhs. Another 40,000 acres of
Land may be developed in that area in a similar way within a
comparatively short period of 2 to 3 years. Moreover, about
30,000 acres of Land which was turned into fisheries by
inundation of paddy land in the district of 24 Parganas was not
also regarded as cultivable Waste. These lands may be made
readily cultivable. An idea about these lands may be had from
the Memorandum of 24 Par_galias District Kishan Sabha,
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submitted to the Govt. a few years ago. A legislation has been
passed recently to reclaim these lands with a view to give land
to the original owners. Some land will be available for distribution
among refugees even after restoring passession of Land to the
original owners.) (2. %2 33-3¥)

Gib JER TR @ B ACHA I ARSI » 7w W e
G2 T a7 1 30 28, B 93, B @ oifer o, iees ‘TR
Ty S SRR YW co YT 99 G AST I T AR
(@. %3 )

Surgnr Aadea v g Saere weieE-fAreRa feiy
AT 79 GRewE FMEHB A7 Rrafeer o s Tk
T Sarema FFEER Sd0d AE TSI ASHAR & (FH
TR (el 3% I3 e S ARGIIH S WIRTe S S0 |
YauS R Se AR, Arenis 7] Sige TRIWHT TGN A
IG-IAR G ST 16y e T8 Aerpeve o B e
s O fBfa mgam)

o Som, :
sifparRa e 2ol e St 9T NERS @ T IR
S ST el AR @, WA TE AL AR
AW (A (ST T Targ! 432 s | fere ems & o
T FE@ O A7 T S @3 AT IV (O19 FACIS
TR RO TS WS FEH | Targ A ofels weet afeam
IR % NERe @ S ol I | Te iy ¢ el
(19 FACS Y FAENS I TG TSI AN A0 A T4 A1
@2 TS INGA T NAGS IS AT | 6T SRord $o47 cer fes,
<% Bargra Avs fRrawa Boa ST @ g AW Aiea 43R FhA
7@ G 97 AT @A T U | T WS WIAS (@A &
Ty TR AT AR AR A sARsaE w e
I SN FAE
> Sungria SfAe I T (TIE (ReTIA JIF B AN @R
Fed A TP T | 9oE Sy T orewl @k A A




oY wRmA ¢ tHeitane SrgaE

26yl 7Y (TF (reTIR TIF 51 AR QU R R | eeaa fes
™ CREmE SR A B W wee M Seema
oG arzetsy s 37 Pdiad w1 30 = s s 3 a9
T, CIRIRAR Gener fon M Samo rerem &ew 2o
ST AEI | WPTEEEN Gaerd Rikaelin Seema TR v
wifﬁwmﬂﬂwﬁawﬁwmammﬂmcwm
{4267 A T ST A7 TS| FAR T Ol (redl
TS #ica, I AFPa SO A7 s a1 Grews B sie
GEACS i | a@mmcwmaqaewmﬁﬁ@amaﬁ
wre goffsfa e ea e @32 IR @351 S S e e
(6Tl @AS A @frmiea = (e i Saeme secae
AT AP (R8T @ATS AT | G 4AF THIZAd S (Rl (TS
AT | AT A St A siwfe wrel aaEE A
SEAITA G2R CPHIIeIS RS TR T A o ararea s
ARt fire wfe wm scag Wy PR 1 Saremm Aadhm grem
WYY QR HARGTAHT AZIA FFLIIG A4 (BT WS B DI 4Bl
A A | T S A wiesE g an S 93 S
AMGNACH T (oATaE | qfine «fsae Faem AwaE 96 @, 9
AT ©7lF SIS T 93 foers s @2, wuifs ww o AreEa
wfeam A SRE Targal @ A0E AT (A A | G2 welw
AfS 2e 2a1 Tarewd N G TAR AWE T (@, ©f AdPiaa
JIATCR 2w f&AR oA 20 A |

I % (U@ QDA AP e AT (@, ARSI ARSI
I 2w Safs b1 Zee e AR wewEe) @ AitaE
GR I SIHA ST A @I At R 3209 513 )

resia Aarefire s Ieq Aewee I9 s | o e o
G AR ToRye Anae 405 (9 919 & G2 RE Siets S
e s | iy S e Roe wifte @3 e e wisrE o
ol A1 BB FIF

3o R SEay i+ 38, B wig, Ba erﬁsﬁf‘mmasm
FECEA | S WA A (L FACS BIRA |

CILCIERE
Tz (oife 79

TGN 2 THeCETa eI oq

( foraem g Fife, g gema wiifice. Sfmdifar | oz os-
ot | “Bi-fi-ama Targ Te: Wi G2 A@ | WA AfE@ ¢ v
G, 5945 1)

qeifofs

(Latter of Shri Jyoti Basu to the State Rehabilitation
Minister on the rehabilitation of camp refugees.)

July 13, 1961.
Sn P C. Sen
Minister, Refugee, Relief & Rehabilitation,
Government of West Bengal

Dear Sri Sen,

Prolonged hunger-strike by the refugees lasting for more
than a month in almost all camps in West Bengal has proved
beyond doubt strong reluctance on the part of the refugees to
accept the proposal of the Goverment regarding their
rehabilitation in Dandakaranya. As a matter of fact there has
been no movement of refugees to Dandakaranya though they
have been put to serious hardships and untold sufferings due to
stoppage of doles. For more than a month refugees in almost
all the camps have been on hunger-strike to voice their protest.
It is unlikely that there will be a change in attitude of camp
refugees if they are subjected to further hardships and sufferings.
Such experiment is also fraught with serious consequences.
Left to their own fate these camps families will hardly be able
to rehabilitate themselves properly and will be a burden on the
State. I, therefore, urge upon you to reconsider the policy of
the Goverment in respect of rehabilitation of camp refugees to
prevent further deterioration in the situation.

The primary issues involved now is not continuation of
doles to camp refugees for an unlimited period but their early
rehabilitation and restoration of doles till that is achieved. We
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do not think that the rehabilitation of camp refugees in a manner
acceptable to them is so very difficult as is often being
suggested by the Government. For example, the families now
in Sonarpur group of camps may be easily fitted in Herobhanga
Second Scheme. Families now in Asrafabad group of camps
may also be absorbed in the camp site which is an abandoned
rehabilitation colony, the land of which is already in possession
of the Goverment and in Ashoknagar colony if the families are
given facility of changing their category. Coopers Camp can be
liquidated in its present site if the government implements
the present scheme of converting that into a township with
some modification. Families now in Gopalpur and Kaksa
camps in the District of Burdwan may also be partially
absorbed in Durgapur Industrial area and partially in land else
where. Families now in the camps in the district of Midnapur
may be rehabilitated in Garbeta Scheme. Such illustration may
be multiplied. If the refugees are given due facility for
rehabilitation through bainanama scheme as well as change of
occupational category in addition to the measures suggested
above the rehabilitation of all families is now in camps may be
completed within a very reasonable period and with much less
cost than in places outside West Bengal. The number of such
families is now almost half of what it was earlier and many
have found rehabilitation in West Bengal although it was stated
by the Government that West Bengal has reached a saturation
point. I feel, therefore, that the rest may be found rehabilitation
here provided there is willingness on the part of the Govt. The
enthusiasm that will be generated among the refugees if such a
policy is accepted will be no mean an asset for their proper
rehabilitation. It is needless to dwell upon the necessity of
restoration and continuation of doles during the period prior
to their rehabilitation.

It has been made clear from our side times without number
that despite the policy set out above for rehabilitation in West
Bengal, there may be families who may be willing to go to
Dandakaranya and we do not object to their going.
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My views on the problem has been‘brieﬂy outhnf-,d in -the
previous paragraphs. I believe that thereisa scope for discussion
on the matter for finding a proper solution to it. I am, however,
going aborad for a short period, I shall try to meet you later
when I come back. But in the meantime I request you t.o havc
discussion with the representatives of U.C.R.C., who will seek

interview with you.

Yours sincerly
Sd. Jyoti Basu
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Letter of Shri Samar Mukheriji to the Prime Minister on the
rehabilitation of camp refugees.

Ref : No. 24/61
From : Shri Samar Mukherji, M.L.A.,
General Secretary, All India Council

of East Pakistan Displaced Persons,
93/1A, Bepin Beheri Ganguli Street,

CALCUTTA-12

To : Shri Jawharlal Nehru,
Prime Minister of India,

NEW DELHI

Sub:  Rehabilitaton of East Bengal Refuges
now in Camp.

27th July, 1961




2. We do not PPOPOSe to deal with the various problems- of 1958 the West Bengal Government sajg that about 13,000
other sec.t:ons of refugees which are nonetheless acyte We like families may be settled o fallow lands in Garbata. Such |
to restr:ct.us herfz only to the problems of camp refugees illustrations may be multiplied without any difficulty. We can | |
because their solution brooks no further delay. dare say that if the refugees are given dye facility for rehabilitation L1
3. The hunger strike by the Camp refugees was started as through bainanama Scheme together with the facility for change
a mark of protest aganst the measyreg of the Government 1o of category in addition to the Measures stated aboye their |
send them to Dandakaranya against their will ang under rehabilitation jn 4 manner acceptable to them will not prove so '
compulsion by Service of notice op them with the option of diffcult as is often Suggested by the Govornment. It should also '
going to Dandakaranya Or to quit the camp within a period of be mentioned here that the West Bengal Government stated in
30 days. It js far from truth that the Purpose of the present 1959 that of the 39,000 bainanamag €xecuted by the camp !
movement js tq continue paymeny of doles eternally and to refugees 21 thousand Would pe implemented. But not more |
delay the liquidation of €amps. On the contray, the main aspect than 50% of those have beep implemented. These along with
of the Present movement 1s for the demand of their quick other measures were suggested to the state Government long
rehabilitation i different schemes starteq Or proposed in ago. If these were adopted in time the camps would have been
West Bengal by the Government ang through bainanamga scheme liquidated long ago and the Present undesirable Situation would
together with the facility of changmg their Occupatona] Category. noither have arisen nor the question of rehabilitation of camp
4. Such demandsg by refugees are not only realistic byt also refugees in Dandakaranya
can be Implemented within a Very reasonable period and at 5 5. It should also be made clear that despite such a policy 'r'
cost lower than that for schemes outside Wes Bengal. This there might be familjes Who may like to go to Dan ya f
will be borne oyt by the following illustrations, There are There can be no objection to that. It will thus be clear that the f
about 1000 families pow In Sonarpur &roup of camps, Aj Present movement hag nothing to do with opposition to
these familjes may be rehabilitateq in Herobhanga 2nd scheme Dan Y2 project as a whole, The movement only opposes
which was announceq by the Govt long ago but has ot yet sending refugees to Dandakaranya ageingt their will when there
N implemented for féasons best know to them. Aboyt 600 1s sufficient scope for their rehabilitation in West Bengal in a
families of Asrafabad Camp may be rehabilitated at the present manner desired by them, 1 should also be mentioneq here that :
site  of the Camp whijch is the site of an unsuccessfy] the Chief Minister of West Bengal as well as the Governor of the '
rehabilitation Colony as well as in the nearby Ashokcnagar State gave assurances ijn categorical terms that no refugee will be

sent outside West Bengal against his will,
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6. It will be seen that the coercive methods adopted by the
Government for sending refugees to Dandakaranya have failed in
as much as only 5% of families served with notices have gone to
Dandakaranya. A stalemate has reached in respect of rehabilitation
of camp refugees. Any further experiment with such a policy is
fraught with serious consequences. Left to their own fate these
camp families will be hardly able to rehabilitate themselves properly
and will ultimately be a burden on the meagre resources of the
State. A rethinking of the whole question has, therefore, been
necessary both for the proper solution of the problem and on
human considerations.

7. It is high time that you should intervene immediately into
the matter to prevent further deterioration in the situation which
will result in loss of life of a few refugees and untold sufferings to
many others as well as for a satisfactory solution of the problem.

Yours faithfully
Sd. Samar Mukherjee
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To

Shri Prasannabhai Mehta

Leader, Enquiry Committee

Regarding Police Firing and other

inhuman torture on homeless, helpless

refugees at Netaji Nagar (Marichjhapi)

Sundarban, 24 Parganas, W. Bengal.

Dated : 22nd March, 1979
Sub : Refugees from Dandrk to Sundarban

Respected Sir,

On behalf of thirty thousand refugees of Marichjhapi, I beg to
submit the following for your kind and sympathetic considerations.
For 12 to 15 years, we were forced to live subhuman lives in
various transit camps in Mana under retired Army personnels,
were assaulted and tortured brutally by camp authorities and by
the state police on various fabricated/concocted grounds lodged
by the Army personnel and his pet groups in the local
administration. We lost lives in police firing now and then, when
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we wanted to redress our sufferings and salvation of our
longstanding problems through proper enquiry/investigation. From
time to time, we were arrested in the mana camp and the modesty
of our young girls were molested by the local employees/C.R.P/,
Police / S.A.E. and they let loose oppression on ordinary refugees.
Even to-day, a large number of refugees are still in jails or have
cases in different courts in Dandakaranya area.

In rehabilitation centres/sites whether in Dandakaranya or in
other states we had to live like cows and buffellows in slaughter
houses having little security of lives.

In Dandakaranya,

i) 3 to 5 acres of land divided into 4 to 5 plots and were
allotted to each migrant families at a distance of 4 to 5 km. The
villages were completely barren, covered with stony, sandy mud
without any water supply facilities.

ii) The offices, markets, hospitals, ration distributing centres,
etc., were located in far away places. The distance may be 15 to
20 km. from different villages and rehabilitation centres.

iii) Irregular payments of inadequate cash doles/rations/
medicines etc. from places far away from migrant villages reflect
the harassment to migrants. The system of paying low wages to
the refugees irregularly add to the harassment.

iv) Illtreatment of local authorities and the hostility of the
Adivasis, lack of security and modesty of women and of justice
compelled the migrant to desert their respective Rehabilitation
sites/centres from February 1978. They took this decision as they
were unable to find any way out of redressing their unlimited
sufferings and fulfillment of their basic demands of effective
resettlement through repeated prayers to the D.R.O. New Delhi.

* * * * *

The Left Front parties longed to resettle East Bengal refugees
in Sunderban area from the very begining after the partition. Now
and then, they consoled the migrants outside Bengal through mass
meetings held for protesting police oppressions and other difficulties
facing them with the promises that they would help the migrants

to resettle in Sundarban if time would allow the Left Front to

come to power, with the instruction/consent of Shri Jyoti Basu,
honourable Chief Minister of West Bengal, Shri Ram Chatterjee,
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Hon’ble State Minister for Civil Defence accompanied by Shri

Ashoke Ghosh, the Secretary of the Forward Block.....went to

Dandakaranya and other states to visit Migrant’s position and

conditions with their own eyes and to console them to their future

steps of effective resettlement as promised from time to time.
* * * * *

The refugees coming from Dandakaranya gathered in Hasanabad
and camped there nearly two months to find out proper way of
earnings, livings and the policy and principles of the State
Government towards refugees at Hasanabad.

After residing 15/20 days at Kumirmari without any obstruction
from local authorities, we entered into plantation, Bagna,
Marichjhapi in 24 Pargonas.

We started our new lives with a full arrangement of daily
consumption such as living house, school, markets, roads, hospital,
tubewells, etc. We managed to findout sources of income, also
establishing cottage industry such as Bidi factory, Bakery,
Carpentary, Weaving factory etc. and also built embankment nearly
150 miles long covering an area of nearly 30 thousand acres of
land to be used for fishing, expecting an income of Rs. 20 crores
per year. That may easily help and enable us to stand on our own
feet. Moreover, after one or two years washing by rain water,
preventing saline water to flow over, these lands will yield a lot of
crops such as paddy and other vegetables.

* * * * *

We have distributed lands to Marichjhapi among six thousands
refugee families in the shape of paras, villages and anchals. Nearly
a thousand families built their houses in different plots in group
system and have been residing there about a year.

Police Attack in Marichjhapi

On 20 August 1978, after long five months to our entry into
Marichjhapi, the Government of West Bengal came to Marichjhapi
with 30 launches carrying a large number of police to take back
refugees to Dandakaranya. Their continued presence for 15 days
failed to bring back a single family to Dandakaranya. This led to
the attack of police on the refugees (Police launches) ran over 43
boats, breaking into pieces and also opened fire resulting deaths of
two young refugee boys. The police with the help of the CPI(M)
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followers attacked the boats of the refugees. The refugees ran
away leaving their 157 boats behind loaded with timber and firewood
costing nearly Rs. 3.50 lakhs including the cost of the boats.

The blockade

In the first week of November 1978, a news item published in
the Ananda Bazar Patrika that the Govt. would not disturb the
refugees in Marichjhapi. But the Govt. again rushed to Marichjhapi
on 24th January 1978 with more power and means to oust the
refugees forcibly, and send back to Dandak as soon as possible
before 31 March and seiged by imposing Section 144 of LP.C. all
over .the river around Marichjhapi, prevented the entry of
foodgrains and other necessary commodities, water, medicine etc.
from the nearest village, market, i.e. Kumirmari, Mollakhali,
Satjelia etc. making the Marichjahpi completely isolated from all
other civilized places.

The Attack

From the morning of 24 January ’79 police started the
oppression with the help of 30 launches and two steamers of
B.S.F. by bursting teargas shell towards Marichjhapi, arrested people
from their living houses in different plots by breaking down and
setting fire to the house. They also looted all the articles i.e.
foodgrains, clothings, bell-metal, plates, glass, brass pitches, gold
ornaments, iron made articles, hard cash etc. The police also
didnot hesitate to outrage the modesty of our women including
three young girls. The police launces ran over refugee boats carrying
foodgrains and necessary commodities. They beat the drowning
passengers severely and prevented them from getting to the shore.

After a strong and strict barricade for 7 days, on 31.1.79,
Refugee women, afraid of starvation death, attempted to cross
the Bagna river to collect food and water from Kumirmari, the
nearest village. The police with their launches attacked the boats
in the river by throwing teargas shells violently, drowned the
boats by dashing with the launches and attacked the drowning
women by running over them repeatedly. The refugees standing
on the otherside (Plantation) became impatient for fear of their
painful death....and beating of the police, they rushed to help
them by boats and also became the victim of the cruel police
attack. By the by, the refugees and the local people gathered there
to protest the brutal actions of the police on hungry helpless
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refugees. The police became angry and opened fire indiscriminat.ely
resulting... death of 15 refugees and two local people including
one woman.

The police arrested a large number of refugees, wounded persons,
beating severely by gun barrels and pressed with boot-soles. The
police by day and night strictly barricaded the island, started
inhuman torture on the refugees everywhere, resulting arrest of
nearly a thousand refugees including 500 persons selling and
carrying foodgrains. Vegetables, clothing, etc. 375 persons died of
starvation and diseases from consuming totally unfit food, 2
persons committed suicide by hanging, seizing of 100 boats l(?aded
with foodgrains and other necessary commodities amounting a
total loss of Rs. 4,15,142.00.

We protest strongly against some comments of Hon’ble Chief
Minister of West Bengal on our activities in Marichjhapi.

(i) We are not establishing any parallel Government in
Marichjhapi. We are poor and helpless people in the world ha.v?ng
no place to live in. Any person may visit to see our condition
from the very begining we are ready to talk with the Government.
We are Indian citizens and are loyal to the Indian Constitution. It
in quite impossible on the part of helpless, homeless poor refugees
to form a parallel Government. Mr. Jyoti Basu accused us of
running a parallel Government having connection with foreig‘n
powers only use as a pretext to oust the refugees from Marichjhapi.
The accusation is a total lie.

(ii)We never demanded homeland. Even we do not know the
definition of homeland. We never delivered any speech or published
anything regarding homeland. We never brought any person from
Khulna of Bangladesh.

Under the Circumstances stated above, the Udbastu Unnayan
Samity and the homeless, helpless hungry refugees, may we eame_stly
request you to consider the following demands for immediate
implementation.

Demands

1) Immediate removal / withdrawal of all sorts of police
barricades including u/s 144 of the LP.C. relating to reserve forest

i
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from all the rivers around Marichjhapi, as it is not a reserve
forest.

2) Immediate Judicial enquiries are to be ordered in all the past
events of police oppression and police firing of refugees on 31.1.79
with adequate compensation of the lost lives to their relatives and
other compensation of foodgrains including boats, breaking down
of houses, other valuables looted by the police.

3) Our basic demand is for effective resettlement in our
beloved Marichjhapi bearing a lot of good hopes and bright future
to the distressed and deprived Topshil (scheduled caste) refugees
who have lost so many lives and last furthing of their whole life’s
earning.

4) An immediate release order may be passed to the refugees
in Jail (arrested) under various sections, with the withdrawals of all

cases against the refugees including refugee-ladies without any
condition. :

With best regards.
Yours sincerely,

(Sd/-) Raiharan Baroi
General Secretary
Udbastu Unnayanshil Samity
Netaji Nagar, Marichjhapi
P.O. Kumirmari
24 Parganas (W.B.)
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Citizens For Democracy

President Jayaprakash Narayan General Sectary's Office

M. C. Chagla B-17, Maharani Bagh,
V.V. john New Delhi-110065
V.M Tarkunde Phone 635048

Vice-President

General Secretary

Executive Sectary Vinod Jain
Jt. Executive Secretary N.D. Pancholi  Date : 29.4. 1979
Treasurer Radhakrishna

My dear Niranjan Haldar

I have received your letter dated 24 th instant. In the
meantime, I received a letter from Jyoti Basu requesting me to
cancel the proposed visit of the C.ED. to Marichjhapi. I discussed

" the contents of the letter with Arun shourie and a few others. We

felt that we did not have adequate information on the basis of
which we can come to the conclusion that the refugees were
entitled to leave Dandakaranya and shift themselves to the
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reserve forest area of Marichjhapi. Unless we come to that
conclusion, it would not be right to create an impression among
the Marichjhapi refugees that we support their continued stay in
Marichjhapi. Our purpose of taking a delegation to Marichjhapi
was (o ensure as par as possible that the refugees there are treated
as human beings and not subjected to enforced starvation. But if as
a result of our visit the refugees are likely to be strengthened in
their determination to continue their illegal stay in the reserve
forest area, as suggested by Jyoti Basu, the advisability of
undertaking such a visit, requires to be reconsidered. That is why
I am today writing to Shri Jyoti Basu that pending further
considereation, the proposed visit of the delegation to Marichjhapi
is postponed. I am enclosing herewith a copy of Jyoti Basue's
letter to me and a copy of my reply.

In fact, my decision to go with a delegation to Marichjhapi was
the result of the news brought by Moni Das Gupta that you were
arrested while trying to go to Marichjhapi. The news was later
found to be incorrect.

I would like you to consider the contents of Shri Jyoti Basu's
letter and what I have said above, and let me know whether we
should persist in the proposed visit. In all such cases, my policy
is not to act in an irresponsible manner. It appears to me that we
cannot encourage the refugees to continue their stay in Marichjhapi
un-less we are satisfied that they are justified in leaving
Dandakarnaya and make an illegal entry in the reserve forest
area.

Kindly send your views to me as early as possible. I will be in
Delhi till the 11th of May and will thereafter be in Bombay at the
address : C/o Mrs. Shikhare, A-I, Sneh Kunj, Linking Road
Extension, Santa Cruz, Bombay-400 054. (Tele No. 543569).

With warm regards, ;

Yours Sincerely,

( V. M. Tarkunde)

Encl. As above

Mr. Niranjan Haldar
79 R.K. Ghoshal Road
Calcutta-700 042
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